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When designing their own homes, architecs often suecuml
e the temnptatian fo sekee the oppormnedly to ke & ’.rl:r.mll
statement, one that incorporates all—or at least many—of
their most cherished ideas shour their chosen profession
This does not hokd pue for Denms Marsh, ATA, of the
Seattle firm AOME Architects, AlA. On the contrary, when
hie and hiv wite, Jenmy, a corporate anorney, decided 1o bmld
A weckend cabin on thelr Penn Cove propery on
Washington State’s Whidbey Island, Marsh shied away from
any and all displays of architectiral ego. Tndeed, his objec-
Hve was to create a siructure that mode s linde impact as
pomssible. "We wanted a howse thar woulid lilesid well with its
nartuital strronsndings,” he <ays

There were practical, a3 well 23 acsthene reasans for
Marth’ restmaint, For starters, the lot & siuated on a hinlf
high above Puget Sound and various zoming regulstions lefi
lirde buildable area. So Manh designed an admirably com-
pact stracture that contaity only 2,400 square feet of living
space. Furthermore, Penn Cove b surmounded by Eheys
Landing, 9 nanonal historre reserve sdministered by the
MNattomal Park Service, which closely moitors all new con-
strocton in order to preserve the area’ rural, prafriclike
charaeter, T that end, Marsh chose 1o eover the exterior of
the house in brownish-gray natural cedar shingles and 1o
landscape It-with natve vegetation, including snowberries,
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To assure a2 maximum

of sunlight, Marsh used
ceiling-high windows 1n _
nearly every wall. ) ‘i
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“I prefer that color come from the
furnishings and accessories
the architecture,” says the owner.

Mootka toses, aml canlfers. Complicating matters was the
fact that the Marshes' property coald once have been a
Mative Amencan burial ground. The couple was requitred 1o
hire an archeologist to oversee the excavation. "If he had
dliscovered bones,” saps Marsh, "we might have been forced

tiov ahandon the project.” After
finding a single weapan carly
on, the archeologtst tuened up
nothing else. Canstruction
wits able 1o proceed,

A il niot disturk” sign weia
hung ot near a pair of bald eagles whis—just after the cou-
ple purchased the land in 1997 —built a nest in one of the fir
trees on the property. By law, such nests cannot be moved,
Marsh negotiated with the Washington State Department
of Fish and Wilillife and strick o deal that allowed him o
bkl within 30 feet of the nest, ad long s he presecved the
surrounding habitat. Incredibly, only one tree had to be
cleared to make room for the house—a trilmte to Marsh
Ingenuity In sitlng the bullding. (In the intervenlng yeats,
the hirds have flawished, producing four niow gencratlons of
eagle offspring and providing a fasdnating, on-site zoalogy
lessan for the Marshes and their three chillen.)

Marsh's low-key sensibility s equally visible on the fnside
of the house. Clearly, the chief prionittes here arc comfort
and livability. To affset the home's relatvely small propar-
tong, Macsh devised an open-plan design for the first floor

rather than

Above Tho 1akaccps in the Suredm comes n handy for
watching the asgies thit nest oo ho propeidy, Left A sl
badroom 15 bl brge enough W bold & phoa Bed snd an smmeens
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that evakes a sense of couness—thanks
to such wouches as a a slate-lined fire-
place, o pillow-adamed window seat,
file-in  hookeases, snd wamsooting
tmade of economieal median-demsity
fiberboand iarend of woodh

Vor restdents of Seattle, 1 major -'lppr-‘ll
oo Whictbey Bslane s that i geis far less
il thon their homerowrn. Marsh,
pecidless oo say, wasn'’t abour 1o fer all
thst precions sunlight go 1o wase.
o vmaxmmize the light that stroams
o the house and to 1ake advantoge of
i spectacular sowdinm views of the
Cascade moontan range 1o the cast
il of the Olyimpee Meountns w e
west, Mah imelled colling-high win-
dews i nerrly overy walll, sffectvely
Iemyging the omdoors insde

The howses mvral, undertited
appreal b5 forther enhanced by the
mred wall colins and the couple’s
chotee of furmrshings, which el w be
Shakerlike i theie simplicny and cheir
wpe of organfe materials, The foes
ihroughout the howse are of Australian
Cyprus, a wood thar combiines the
diealilliny and hardness of cals with e
informality of pine. Then, fur the cus-
toit=ldle cabiners i the kitchen,
Marsh chose alider, “y beantiiul waomd,”
rather than the wore conventinnal Br,
anil trested i with only » light coat of
biequer. The decks and porches are
maile of tistarmned “Hl”'-'ﬂ'-m',l'-

“Ity 3 gmet house” says Alarsh,
inodestly, "We wanged sotnethuing simn-
ple s easy 1o maintuin—a place for
tomily and friends 1o come together
and enjey this wonderful setting.” To
wy he succeeded gy realicing that poal
b A wdentaiomen; wirethy
of the archirecs hliself,
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L Mited wall colors and white-pamted paneling help create
 sose of serene spacionsness. The effect s enhunced by the mmmal,
slmost rustie, furmishings throughowt the hoase.
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2. 5uch detuls as a cory biile=in window sear and a medin =4
eenter concealed belund calinet doors make opinel use of all svnlabile

space T he wimbow sear doubles as an extra bed
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Inale-in bk beds which provide sleeping space for ovesnght visitars
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Toge lelt Calunets provida plinly
of siorage. Abeva Thie gray
fisbine o Tha windaww S0l is
Suninalla, doed lor culeloos
Tutrishings. Bahowe The opan
pléon of 1o Tirst St incldds 1
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